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for Fiscal Year July 1 1903

Dy CAPT HENRY A CASTLE Auditor for he Post Office

Of all the annual supply bills which
euthori7c expenditures to maintain the
great Governmental Departments that for
the support of the Pot olIice Department
not only the laigest amount
of money but aKo carries salaiies and

to the greatest number of
perons More than all the erice for
which the e grants of money proidc di¬

rectly reaches and affects ev-

ery
¬

man woman and child within the
boundaries of the Republic and all its
islands Hence the whole
population is or ought to be indiwdually
interested in the piovisions of this enact-
ment

¬

TUnLIC IXTEIJEST SHOULD BE ALIVE

The public mind his as jet only faint-
ly

¬

grasped the magnitude of that public
with which all the people

of the country are most intimately con ¬

nected Our postal seiviee has become
the leading Department of the Goein
nieut It is tiierefoie of supreme impoi
tancc that its functions be jealously guard-
ed

¬

and that the people intelligently en-

courage
¬

its legitimate progress criticize
its curable defects and sticnuouslj oppose
its unwarranted extension into dangerous
fields The American heiress who cheer-
fully

¬

weds a foreign dake with all his dirt
and diseases usually buds repentance
humiliating and divorce epenhe An ill
judging public opinion that will hastily
force the adoption of costly experiments in
state socialism attached to our postal sys-
tem

¬

will sow the ecds of unutterable re-

grets
¬

and irreparable damage

AN AMAZttG GltOWTII rltOM SHALL BEGIX
MNCS

The session of Congress which closed
March 4 passed two dajs before adjourn ¬

ment the bill which appropriates funds
for the postal system for the hscal jeai
which begins Juy 1 1003 The total sum
of these appropriations is 15340131075
as against lbS HUOUSTo for the current
year

This is an increase of almost exactly
13000000 in a single jcar The pos ¬

tal has now passed above
that for pensions in amount and almost
equals those for the Army and avy com-

bined
¬

The passage of this bill is notable in one
particulai it is for the time being at
least the closing sen ice in that lino of
Hon K F Loud of California for sev-

eral
¬

j cars past Chairman of the llouse
Committee on Po olhces and Post Kouls
In that capacity the burden of preparing
these annual supply bills has tallen on
him and the duty has been most ably per-

formed
¬

Mr Loud lias given the entire
postal service an intelligent and solicitous
study and the results have been embodied
la much general legislation of great value
besides the enlargement of money grants
la eomc directions and their curtailment in
others as changing circumstance de-

manded
¬

Mr Loud was a Union soldier having
Biisted at the age of 15 jears in a Mas
jMtosetts regiment and served in the

Ajziy of the Potomac and with Sheridan
in the Shenandoah

The for the Post ofllce
Department now aggregating over a hun-
dred

¬

and fifty million per annum show a
rapid increase whica is but a feature of
the amazing growth of this service As
recently asr liSK the were
onlj about 10000000 a yeai an amount
less than that now allowed for rural free

j delivery carriers From insignificant be
ginmngs our present miglitj enterprise has

by gradations
whicIf w AT have not space here to specify

But there are features of this expansion
on which it is profitable and encouraging
to dwell It will Be readily seen that it
is not merely to be taken as an index of
the Nations advance in population and
wealth It is the measure of a marvelous
development of intellectual activity The
service is a colossal educational institute
quickening the mind and energizing the
spirit of the entire people Its expansion
compared with other elements of progress
has a startling significance The popula-
tion

¬

of the United States in 1710 was
4000000 in 1900 it was 7G000000 The
wealth of the people in real and personal
property probably aggregated 2000000
000 in 1700 and was esti-
mated

¬

at SO000000000 in 1D00 The
number of post offices was 73 in 1700 and
70C01 in 1900 The postal revenues were
37973 in 1790 and 10233157929 in

- 1900 Therefore while th population of
the country increased 19 to 1 in 110 jears
and the wealth of the people 40 to 1 the
number of post offlees increased 1000 to 1
and the revenues of the service 2700 to 1

KECESSITT FOB AXNUAL LEGISLATION

It might seem at first thought that
since the postal system yields earnings al--
most equal to its expenditures only the
deficit need be provided for in the annual

But the Constitution of
the United States ordains that no money
can be paid from the public Treasury ex
cent after duly made by
Congress and as all the earnings or
revenues are in contemplation of law
technically paid into the Treasury they
can only be drawn out in pursuance of an

covering the entire amount
It would also seem perhaps that much

of the detail of these could
be avoided that the executive officers
might be trusted to properly distribute

lump sums instead of being held down
to numerous specific subdivisions and tied
up with many stringent restrictions But
this is a law in which

-- the legislative power is not only supreme
but shows an increasing tendency to jeal ¬

ously guard its supremacy And on the
whole this tendency helps
to maintain purity of administration and
promote official intigrity

And then to ensure compliance with all
limitations and restrictions imposed Con ¬

gress has provided in the office of tho Au-
ditor

¬

for the Post office Department with
his 000 clerks an absolutely independent
Bureau under the Treasury Department
which must pass upon all the accounts
and approve the legality of all disburse
xaents This Bureau was established in
1830 after serious postal scandals and is
the risht arm of the law making power in
asserting its supremacy

When a new postal service was estab-
lished

¬

in Cuba under the auspices of our
Government the same mistake was made
against which warning was raised in this
country 03 jears ago The control of
finances and accounting was left in the
hands of the Director of Posts Instead
of the independent auditor there was a
Chief of the Bureau of Accounts who
was subordinate to the Director of Posts
Statements were made that the new
Cuban system was organized on the
United States plan but in this vital particu ¬

lar there was the widest possible depar- -
ture from the principle of an independent
audit which has prevailed here since 183G
The conveniences could have been easily
foreseen They were exactly what oc¬

curred in connection w ith our own service
in its earlier dajs which after much tribu-
lation

¬

brought about the present account-
ing

¬

methods
SOME rEATUHES Or THE NEW BILL

It is proper to state here that this bill
by no means provides for all real postal
expenses The salaries of all nilieinls nm
emplojecs of the Post oUIco Department atWashington as well as of the Auditors
Bureau and many of the incidental ex-
penses

¬

thereof are included in the Legis-
lative

¬

Executive and Judicial ¬

Bill The cost for licht fuel re
pairs janitors service etc for tho De--
jjanmcniai jammings at Washington and
for post offices occupying Government
structures in all large cults is taken care
of in another bill And there arc other
outside provisions

The bill under review follows tho miRtnm
of past years in making five general sub-
divisions

¬

of its allowances one for the
office of Postmaster General and one for
each or the fonr Assistants to that officer
JThe office of Postmaster General receives
grants tor only three items for advertis

V - V
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Appropriations Beginning

Department

appropriates

compensation

substantially

dependencies

iustiumciitality

appropriation

appropriations

appropriations

Beenuvojved iroecssesaud

conservatively

appropriations

impropriations

appropriation

appropriations

Governmeutof

unquestionably

Appropria-
tion

MARCH

im S7000 for miscellaneous 0000 and
for printing and binding opinions of the
Assistant Attorney General 5000

A Senato amendment nxca tne salary
of the Postmaster of Chicago at 8000 a
j ear an incrensc of 2000 over
the ma imum heretofore allowed by Jaw
exeept to the Postmaster of New York
who also receives 8000

An cntirelj- - new departure is for hire of
a vehicle for the Fiist Assistant Postmaster-Ge-

neral G00 and permission for both
the First and Thiid Assistants to etpend
not exceeding 200 each for necessary
traveling carriage hire within the Dis-
trict

¬

of Columbia The Legislative bill
increased the salary of the First Assistant
from 4000 to 3000 per annum There
are thus three new provisions for the bene-
fit

¬

of this favoicd official
A grant of 7300 is made for compen-

sation
¬

and expenses of a delegate from
the United States to the coming U S
Postal Congress at Koine Italy

Provision to tho extent of 23000 is
made for compensation of special counsel
to assist tho Attorney General in suits af ¬

fecting second class mail privileges

fsaiBnHBBBBBBBBBBBBBnyftx

Hon E F Loud

An entirely novel disbursement and one
which mighthave served as an embarrass ¬

ing precedent was one allowing 9 for
the payment of a money ordcr which for
some reason has been declared invalid un-

der
¬

the ruling of the Comptroller This
was a Senato amendment which was re-

jected
¬

by the House conferees
It is a fact almost startling to contem-

plate
¬

that the largest disbursement of tho
postal sjstem does uot figure anjwhere iu
these appropriations I allude to the paj
meiit of foreign and domestic money or-

ders
¬

Contrary to all other theories and
practices of the Government these pay ¬

ments aggregating about 400000000 a
year are held to be outside the law and
the Constitution If you buy 50 cents
worth of stamps at a post office the money
technically goes into the National Treas-
ury

¬

aud can only be drawn out under
some section of this bill But if jou buy
a 30 money order it is held that the De-
partment

¬

merely undertakes to transport
your money and pay it on your order at
another office

POSTMASTERS SALABIES

The nnnroniiations for the Offlw of
the First Assistant Postmaster General
cover compcusarioiuiur u viui- jiuiushs ui
majority of the salaried officers and em ¬

plojees of this entile jijstcruyIn addition
to the post office elerkaVaiid letter carriers
of nil classes there arc thdiGOOO Post
piasters provided for Thc Ttotal com-
pensation

¬

to Postmasters is fixed at 21
750000 As this compensation is estab-
lished

¬

by law based on the postal busin-

ess- which is constantly increasing there
is an annual deficit in this item some-
times

¬

reaching over a million dollars
A 7eaIous student of Departmental

methods who is also an enthusiastic friend
of postal emplojees saj s Had I the
shaping of postal legislation for the coin-
ing

¬

fiscal year L would first closely esti-
mate

¬

the cash resources of tho Depait
ment then add 10000000 for the work
done free for other Departments and 15
000000 for the educational influence of the
service and cheap enough at that I am
suic I would then largely absorb the
accruing surplus in elevating the compen-
sation

¬

of Postmasters clerks and carriers
to the standard which such wonderfully
accurate and laborious service would com-
mand

¬

from any private employer No
class should be overpaid little danger of
that But all should bo fairly compen-
sated

¬

And then for the first time the
sensitive American citizen who is posted
as to the facts could open his letter with
something less op a sneaking conscious ¬

ness that the dozen or score of fieet
thoughted and swift fingered men through
whose hands it had passed in rapid uner¬

ring flight to the portals of his home have
eaclibeen robbed of a portion of their just
dues in the frantic effort to make a sin-
gle

¬

Department of his grand free Govern-
ment

¬

self supporting
More than 20000 Postmasters receive

annual compensations of less than 50
each another 20000 each receive between

50 and 100 It might be inferred that
the settlement of these official accounts
would be easy But the fact is that they
cause more trouble iu the Auditors Office
than those of the larger offices

rosT oincE clerks
The aggregate appropriations for clerk

hire in post offices for the jcar is 1981
900 an increase of 2074900 This in
creaso will permit an additional force at
many offices where badly needed and will
also permit the Department to grant well
earned piomotions to thousands of these
overworked emplojees The process of
classification aud adjustment which Gen-
eral

¬

Superintendent Beavers in charge of
this branch has been skillfully carrying on
for four years will thus be measurably
completed And there was need When
he took hold of the matter clnos reigned
No two offices were alike seldom did two
clerks woiking side by side equally effi ¬

cient receive the same nay Iach citv
office had grown up fiom a village office
on a system or lack ot system all its own
throwing riut roots and branches as fancy
dictated designating departments and the
heads thereof and involving rtie whole or
giniation in such a maze of contradictory
functions as brought distraction to the
superheated mental equipment of any De ¬

partment official who sought to compass a
comprehension of it He who has reduced
this chaos to something like harmonv and
ordained justice to the hidden army of dili-
gent

¬

emplojees is indeed a public bene-
factor

¬

ritEE DFLIVERY IX TIIE CITIES
The leading item under this isid reads

as follows For pay of letter carriers in
offices already established and for sub ¬

stitute letter carriers and for temporary
carriers at Summer resorts holiday elec-
tion

¬

and emergency service 19028800
This is an increase of 1598330 and

will enable the Department to keep up
w ith tho demands for additional help The
present is the 40th year of its operations
and the city delivery seivico presents a
record of remarkable expansion and
growth during that period It is the one
branch of the Department with which the
public is familiar in its smallest details
and has been aptly described as the fin-
gers

¬

of the Department With the ever ¬

growing appreciation of the value of time
and the universal endeavor to accomplish
within a few days or even hours results
which a short generation ago reqnircd
weeks and months the importance of the
carrier service has grown enormously and
it is to bo noted that the public especial-
ly

¬

the business world becomes more ex-
acting

¬

each year in demanding deliveries
and collections of the mails and tho exten¬

sion of the service to new territory
Not all classifications of postal employ

ment arc ordained by the Civil Service
Commission Letter carriers are the pets
of the public and the aristocracy of the
mail service Their uniforms identify
them proudly with the dignity and
grandeur of our National Government
They alone eonio in direct contact with
the mass of the people vv ho forgetting all
the clerks and route agents who handle the
letters en route give the caVriers most of
the credit for the marvelous speed and ac-
curacy

¬

attained
Notwithstanding the large animal in-

crease
¬

in the cost of improving and ex-
tending

¬

the sjstem the volume of increase
in the daily mails is so constant that the
percentage of cost as relating to gross re-
ceipts

¬

shows no increase for the past sev-

eral
¬

years The growth of our urban pop ¬

ulation has been so marked that although
the cost of the emplojinent of over 1000
additional carriers was added dining the
past fiscal year jet the cost of free

per capita for serving the 35000
000 citj pitions remains approximately 50
cents an insignificant sum when weighed
against the convenience and time saving
features of the service

VILLAGE ritEE DELIVERY

A vigorous effort to attach a measure of
substantial justice to this appropriation
bill on its passage thiough the Senate was
ruled out on a point of order as new leg-

islation
¬

This proposition was embodied
in the follow ing amendment heing in fact
a bill previously introduced bj-- Senator
Nelson of Minnesota and favorably re-
ported

¬

bj the Post otlice Committee
That letter cairieis shall be cmplojcd

for the fiee deliveiy of mail matter as
ficquently as the public business may re¬

quite at everj incorporated ctj village
or boiough containing a population of 10
000 within its corporate limits and may
be so employed at every place containing
ing a population of not less than 5000
within its coiporate limits according to
the last general census taken by nuthoiity
of State or United- - States law or at any
post oliiee which produced a gross revenue
for the preceding fiscal jear of not less
than 5000 Provided That this act shall
not affect the existence of the free delivery
in places vv here it is now established And
piovidcd further That in offices where the
fiee deliveiy shall be established under
the piovisions of this act such free deliv-
ery

¬

shall not be abolished by reason of de¬

crease below 5000 in nonulation or 5000
lin gross postal revenue except in the dis-

cretion
¬

of the Postinaster Geneial
We have now the strange anamoly ot

frco delivery to farmeis while people in
towns and villages having less than iOOOO
population have no such facilities The
Nelson bill is so manifestly just that both
Houses of Congiess ought to pass it
unanimously But coming up as it did
in the foim of an amendment to this ap-
propriation

¬

bill a single objection suiheed
to exclude it

liUItAL TREE DELIVERY

The aggregate sum allotted for the rural
free delivery sjstem a robust infant of
five years is 12G2 1700 Of this 12
000000 goes to the letter carriers on rural
routes and as they receive 000 each per
annum 20000 will be emplojed if they
can be placed by the officials during the
intervening period

One new section provides for eight Di-

vision
¬

Superintendents of the service at
2400 per annum instead of seven
Special Agents in Charge of Divisions

as now classified an increase in number
as well as in dignitj

Special authority was given in a Senate
amendment for payment of tolls on turn-
pikes

¬

used by rural carriers a thing the
Department has hitherto been veij- - averse
to doing But this clause was-- rejected
by the conferees

Salaries are provided for 70 Special
Agents at from 1300 to 1000 each for
G5 Koutc Inspectors at 1200 and fonr at

900 each who are all emplojed iu estab ¬

lishing and inspecting new lines Tin
Special Agents arc allowed 4 and the
Koute Inspectors S3 a day for traveling
expenses while actually thus engaged

An appropriation of 200000 is made for
incidental expenses including letter
boxes furniture sachels straps badges
etc

In dollars and cents it is not probable
that rural dehverj is as jet pajing cv
penscs but it seems certain that it will
ultimately do so At present it is costing
the Deparment more than it brings in for
the renson that while nianj- - post offices
arc being abolished and the salaries of the
Postmasters cut off the business is trans-
ferred

¬

to other offices where the compen-
sation

¬

of the Postmasters is increased and
the saving from the abolition of star loute
service is not sufficient to pnj the free de-
livery

¬

carriers But the business is in-

creasing
¬

cnormouslj- - on all the free deliv ¬

ery mates the increase being seldom less
than 40 per cent the first jear and run-
ning

¬

a high as 400 per cent on some
routes which have been in operation four
jears After the service has been estab-
lished

¬

and has been iu operation over large
areas for several jears its friends believe
that the increase in business will more
than than pay for the cost

Since Jan 1 1900 the cost of star
routes to the amount of 49052735 has
been saved It is conservatively estimated
that since the installation of the first rural
loute in 189G star route service has been
discontinued equal to about one seventh of
the entire appropriation for that service
or 050000 Wherever the County service
is established star and special messenger
service are practically wiped out alto-
gether

¬

During the same period 2149
fouith class post offices whose Postmas ¬

ters annual compensation aggregated
1420G14G were discontinued In coun ¬

ties where rural deliveiy is established as
a complete system only post offices on rail-
roads

¬

remain It is the policy of the De ¬

partment to prevent as far as possible
a duplication of service Consequent- - ev-
ery

¬

fourth elass post office which is not
necessary to supply patrons bejond the
limits of rural free delivery is recommend-
ed

¬

to be abolished
AUTOMOBILES AND TELEPIIOVES

The v ord automobile for the fiist time
appears in this appropriation bill It is
a Senate interpolation into the section pro ¬

viding for horse hire or automobile al-
lowance

¬

750000 in the city free deliv-er- j-

service
The automobile has already appeared

as an auxiliary to rural free delivery A
Marjland carrier has purchased a G00
automobile to be used in making the daily
delivery of mail His salary is 000 a year
In eight months he wore out a 200 horse
in the work and spent much for repairs
and horse feed The automobile enables
him to finish the trip iu two boms and a
half leaving him the afternoon to work at
his trade Previously the entire day was
consumed in making the trip The Postma-

ster-General specially authorized the
use of tho machine Later there will be
an expert inspection of the route covered
by the automobile and recommendations
made if the findings favor the good of the
seivice for the adoption of automobiles
generally where practicable

While this bill was under consideration
in the Senate Senator Fairbanks of In-
diana

¬

brought in the subject of the use
of telephones in connection with the spe-
cial

¬

delivery of letters He offered no
amendment to the bill but subsequently
seemed the ndoption of this resolution

Bo it resolved by the Senate That the
Postmaster General is hereby directed to
inform the Senate to what extent and in
what manner the telephone is used in the
collection and delivery of special delivery
mail matter and whether in his opinion
special rural telephone delivery of mail
matter is desirable and feasible

Senator Fairbanks addressed the Senate
briefly on the subject explaining some
points and perhaps laying a foundation for
future action in the premises The Sen-
ator

¬

evidently has some progiessive
views on the subject and has madequite a study of it He did not express

these views in detail but the adoption of
his resolution will stimulate official- - in-
quiry

¬

He believes that the telephone
should be made use of by the Government
carrying communications for tho farmer
thus giving him the substantial advantages
enjojed by people in the cities It has
been noticed that telephones follow the
rural free delivery service with remarkablepromptness more than 70000 telephones
having been placed in farming districtsalong routes traveled by the rural carriers
within four years past It is not proposed
that the Government shall build new telephono lines or operato tho same in any

- wj v v jitfeto if5

ense but thaSFostmastcrs shall utilize
existing lines foUihc purpose of delivering
the contents oflc special delivery letters
promptly It iaqproposed thnt the Depart-
ment

¬

issue a spjRial telephone stamp
similar to thq fresent special delivery
stamp and by patting said stamp on n let-

ter
¬

or message nnd inclosing this letter in
an envelope addressed to the Postmaster
nt tho railroadnstation from which the
rural carrier starts the Postmaster would
open the letter and following instructions
telephone the iaclbsed message to the ad-

dressee
¬

Tho Department could also it
is urged arrangeifor the farmers reply by
issuiug a spccialrpostal card with stamp
of such denomanaion as would not only
cover the ordinary charge for milling but
also the eost oftke telephone service and
a small fee forithc Postmaster

rosT oiriCE iNsrECTons
For the Inspection service the eyes

and cars of tho postal system increasnig-lj- -

liberal provision is made but none too
liberal for the growing demands upon it
Aside from per diem for expenses
clciks nt division headquarters rewards
etc the following arc the items For
salaiies of 15 Inspectors in charge of Di ¬

visions at 2500 each six Inspectors at
2400 each 15 Inspectors nt 2250 each

15 Inspectors at 2000 each 70 inspec
tors at 1000 each GO Inspectors at

1200 each in all 347050
TRANSPORTATION Or TIIE MAILS

The enormous expenditures for trans-
porting

¬

the mails come within the jurisdic-
tion

¬

of the Second Assistant Postmaster
Gcncial The following are the more im-
portant

¬

items
For transportation bj-- railroad 3S

242000
For rental of railway post oilicc cars

541100
For transportation by star routes

GIGO000
For transportation by steamboat loutes

SG93000
For mail messenger service 1100000
h or wagon service in cities s900U0
For pneumatic tube sen ice 8Q00O0
For transportation bj-- electric and cable

cars 510000
The utilization of modern appliances

shown by this distribution goes directly
to the expedition of the mails and will be
univcisally antilauded

Two other appropriations however un ¬

der this head arc alwajs widely criticized
but annually reappear These are for spe
cial facilities between Washington and
New Orleans 142728 25 and for a simi-
lar

¬

purpose from Kansas City to Newton
Kan 25000 It is claimed by the
critics that no special facilities are given
on these lines but legislative wisdom
giants this special subsidj- - and Derail-
ment

¬

officials faithfully liquidate
For transportation of foreign mails the

bill carries 2500000
THE RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE

For General Superintendent Assistant
11 Division Supciintcndeiits Chief Clerks
and railwaj mail clciks of all classes a
total allowance of 11934301 is made
The salaries of the General Superintend ¬

ent at Washington and his Assistants are
each increased 500

The following merciful provision for
the heioic victims of this exacting service
inaugurated last jear is very property
continued for the future For acting
cleiks in place lot clerks injured while on
dutj- - and to enable the Postmaster-Genera- l

to pay tueiKum of 1000 to the legal
representntivesjol anj railwaj1 postal
cleric who shall be killed while on duty
or who being injured while on duty shall
die within one scar thereafter as the re-
sult

¬

f such injucy 75000
odds and kds or EXrENSj

Two hundrcdiand iiftj thousand dollars
is allowed for purchase and rental of can ¬

celing mnchiucF- - with new drastic re-

strictions
¬

on the rental feature
For stationery7 tvv ine wrapping paper

scales postmarking stamps rubber
stamps packing boxes and other articles
for the HuppIylLHvhion a total sum of
352000 is appropriated

An aggregataiof 153000 is allotted for
blanks books rubber aad metal stamps
copying pressespetefor the money order
business

Twelve thousand dollnis is granted for
limited indemnity for the Ios of pieces of
fitst elass legistercd matter the limit of
allowance being increased to 100 a very
importunt concession

The following are items to cover ex ¬

pense of manufacture of stamps etc
For nianufaetuic of adhesive stamps
370000 stamped envelopes and news ¬

paper wrappeis 793000 postal cuds
189000
For blanks books etc relating to the

legistry sjstein 20000 is allowed

NEW GEFRAL LEGISLATION

It is contrarj to tho spirit of the rules
of both Houses of Congress that new
legislation of a general nature shall be
engrafted on appropriation bills In spite
of these niles owing to pressing necc-ssitj-i-

some cases dml to the arbitrary dictum
of majorities in other eases new laws of
importance are embodied in most of
these measures as finally enacted some
of our most wholesome and timely inno-
vations

¬

have been brought about by this
means The postaI appropriation bill just
passed is no exception

Special delivery messengers are de
claicd to bo cairiers or persons intiusted
with the mail within the meaning of
penal statutes for the protection of such
persons

The following valuable new provision
apicars Whoever bj-- violence enteis a
railway post oilieo ear or any apartment
in anj railway car assigned to the use of
the Kailwaj- - Mail Seivice or who vvilfullj
or maliciously assaults a railway postal
clerk in the discharge of his duties in con-
nection

¬

with sudi car or apaitmcnt and
whoever wilfully aids or asNts therein
shall for everj such offense be punished
by a fine of not more than 1000 or by
imprisonment for not more than tlucc
jeais

The Postmaster General maj hereafter
designate any officer above the grade of
fourth class clerk to sign certain drafts
and warrants in his stead

A timely modification of existing law
is thus set forth That third and fourth
class mail matter shall not be remailed to
sender until the piopcr postage has been
fully prepaid on the same piovided that
in all eases when undelivcied mail mat-
ter

¬

of the third and fourth class is of
obvious value the sender if known shall
be given the opportunity of piepaying the
return postage or accepting debverj- - to
himself or upon his order at the office
where it is held upon the pajnient of one
cent postage for each card notice given
him under such angulations as the

prescribe
Whoever wilfully injures or destrojs

any rural lettcnUox or receptacle or shall
wilfully injure deface or destroy any
mail matter deposited therein or shall
vv llfully aid or assist in any of the afore-
mentioned

¬

offense shall for every such
offense be punished by a fine of not more
than 1000 oiby imprisonment for not
more than thieeiyeais

DEriCIEMHES IN BEVENUES

In the bill under consideration the usual
section is inserted stipulating that if tho
revenues of tint Department shall be in-

sufficient
¬

to meeltlie appropriations made
therein a suinequal to such deficiency is
hereby nppropriited out of any money in
the Tieasury not otherwise appropriated
to supply Baidh deficiencies Theie is
little justice or propriety in the demand
that our postal system on its present il-

logical
¬

inequitable basis of free service to
other branches should be self supporting
Why should this Department alone be ex ¬

pected to earn money in cash by the over-
work

¬

and underpay of its employees to
make both ends meet and at the same
time do an enormous amount of labor for
nil other Departments absolutely gratis
It is admitted that a man can live on a
dollar a week who does not try to live too
long Suppose it were gravely suggested
that tho officers and soldiers of the Regu ¬

lar Army should go into the grain fields
and not only raise enough produce to feed
themselves but enough to provision the
navy in addition It is true that the
army has a protective function which is
supposed to justify its expensive exist-
ence

¬

but it is equally true that the mail
service has an educational function Thnt
is from a isound ethical standpoint its
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principal if not its sole excuso for main-
tenance

¬

as a Governmental Department
The Nation acknowledges no obligation to
become n common carrier for the people
but it is under obligations to educate
them Henco the mail service an instru-
ment

¬

by means of which the people edu ¬

cate themselves and each other On a
logical equitable basis ot restriction to
legitimate duties nnd reimbursement for
gratuitous service performed it would not
only be self sustaining but would jield a
large net revenue every year Once placed
on thnt basis many needed improvements
should be made before any attempt to re¬

duce rates of postage or engraft ex ¬

pensive paternalistic excrescences

TRAINED NURSES

The Noblest of Callings for the

Right Kind of Women

BY WILL II MASON NATIONAL MILITARY

HOME 3IILWAUKEE WIS

It is my solemn conviction that were
I a joung man of robust health and had
no inclination for matrimony I would
choose fur a profession that of a trained
nurse and libor to win respect for my
uniform The mission to care fbr the sick
and make them happy is certainly a noble
one and bj- - no one is this problem of
happiness so well worked out to a joy
ful conclusion as by the well trained hos
pital nitrsc She knows that a cheerful
countenance in the sick room immediately
creates cheerfnlncss in her patients and
paves the waj for somebody in this
much abused woild of ours to be gHd
that she is alive There and then she
feels in the depths of lit r heart that she
is wanted in the particular sphere in
which it is her ambition to excel

The writer of this article has had an
extensive experience with women nurses
nnd not infrequently has it been his mis
fortune to come in contact with a very
few indifferent ones so called nurses
who never intended to become hospital
nurses aud who consequently were out of
liarmonj with such environment and out
of sjmpathy with the sick and afflicted
iu Homes Such nurses lacked the am
bition tact and adaptation winch con
stitute the essential characteristics of the
sticeessfiillj --trained nurse To become
successful in her calling a nurse must
know how to keep her temper and be
amiable must be something more than
a mere machine giving a drink or doing
a service only when spurred to do so
much like the wooden Indians wound up
in stores

The character and disposition of the
true nurse is such as to inspire coiili-
deuce in others and her upright faith
ful dischaige of duty makes her indis ¬

pensable to the patients assigned to her
Such devotion to her profession estab-
lishes

¬

an equilibrium between nurse and
patient and produces that feeling of snt--
isfaction rest and harmony calculated to
dispel the gloom consequent upon plijsical
weakness A shining contrast is she to
the dark slack indifferent nurse who
puts no more energj-- her business
than she is paid for That does she
know or care for the many many sooth-
ing

¬

touches for which the helpless and
often unconscious suffeitr can never pay
Nothing Thank Heaven such soon tire
of the calling and retire from the field
of morose and unreasoning men it be-
ing

¬

n self evident fact to them that sick
men arc not onlj-- unreasoning but peev-
ish

¬

and obnoxious men and not a few
of them noted for tricks that arc vain
and ways that arc dark- -

I never look upon a really good com-
petent

¬

nurse of either sex but it creates in
my mind a feeling of lespect and admira ¬

tion Such remind me of the busy bee
extracting honej- - from every flower and
seeming to know Natures secret alchemy
of transmuting gloom into sunshine All
doors are open to such nurses God bless
tllcm In the siek ioom they arc better
than the phjsician and oftentimes more
soothing than drugs for Heaven seems
to have engraved upon the faces of the
men and women who have consecrated
their lives to mitigate distress and cheer
helpless humanity a subdued sort of holi ¬

ness that adds to their countenance a
lestful beauty not of this world

Many jears ago it was my privilege
to see one of our charming women nurses
standing at the bedside of a djing pa-

tient
¬

whom she had nursed through long
and weary months of pain The supreme
hour had come in which human effort
could do no more to retain the fluttering
breath iu the frail body and she was
compelled to stand aside while the touch
of angel fingers pressed those eyelids
down forever There she stood motion-
less

¬

calmly regarding the face of the
quiet sleeper beautiful in her silent sym-path- j-

a sympathy never born of a mere
profession It was the essential quality
of her being and extended to all in look
and tone and more than one life did that
sjmpathy invest with the very atmos¬

phere of Heaven Stuiding thus she
seemed to those beside her like one of
those angels of light great painters love to
portrny at the bedside of the djing wait-
ing

¬

to bear awaj to God the soul re¬

leased fiom earth O womans nobility
of character It consists in the exercise
of Christian sjmpathy and produces mor-
al

¬

beautj everjw here We need such
women to become nurses for onlv- - to souls
fraught with feeling can the poor maimed
halt blind cnppled and stiicken old sol
dieis lift their ejes confident of kindly
words and care And oh how happy will
such women be in the dawning of that
morning in which thej nercr walk alone
to know that there are souls beside them
the happier for their little deeds ef kind ¬

ness the cheering words that made this
woild the brighter for their passing
through it

It is a significant fact that attired in
her uniform the trained nurse can go
alone at midnight to the vilest slums in
the city or to the palaces of the 400 and
the worst thug whose life is spent circu-
lating

¬

in darkness will stand aside to let
her pass and in manj instances have
they been known to follow lest evil be-
tide

¬

her Because of her profession she
is to him one thing sacred

The training school for nurses of Trin-
ity

¬

College Milwaukee has for many
jears supplied the Hospital Department
of the National Home with some excel-
lent

¬

nurses women ever ready to hasten
to alleviate pain or soothe sorrow In-

deed
¬

it is conceded by all they form a
body of as progressive and competent
nurses as can be fouud anywhere They
give their labor nnd their talent without
thought of compensation cheerfully per-
forming

¬

every little service satisfied if
the patient but be content

The new Dormitory now completed and
occupied has brought these

women so close to the Home tint they
are alwajs at hand iu case of emergencj
and they have no longer to travel through
snow mid sleet a broiling sun or pouring
rain to answer a call to the nome

In the Dormitory as in the Home per-
fect

¬

discipline is maintained The nurses
in the Dormitory are under the direct su ¬

pervision of Miss M L Casey Superin-
tendent

¬

of the Training School of Trinity
Hospital It is needless to say Miss Casey
is a strong woman clear iu intellectual
perception trained and balanced in judf
mont and quick to discriminate between
nobility and cheapness of action in short
just the woman to govern women whose
destiny it is to hold the future of the sick

Not One But Many
Tit Bits

Mrs Stubbs They have captured the
cleverest hotel robber in the country my
dear

Mr Stubbs Indeed Which hotel did
he keep

A Mean Fellow
Atlanta Constitution

A Georgia exchange has discovered the
meanest man in the United States It is
said that he pumped water on his head
let bis hair freeze and then broke it off
ratner than pay a barber for cutting it

ffisr

v Tho Sacred Bridie at Klkko
Railroad Gazette

After the Campanile of Venice the
Sacred Bridge of Nikko A typhoon that
occurred in the latter part of last year in
Japan caused much damage to property
but no damage that in the eyes of n true
Japanese can be compared to the ldss of
this ancient relic It was known as the
Bed Bridge or Mi haslii being made of
wood coated all over with red lacquer and
was formerly so sacred that it was closed
to all persons except tho Shogun save
twice a year when it was opened to pil-
grims

¬

It was built nt tho spot where the
Buddhist saint Shodo Shonin a hermit
who lived at Kikko in the eighth century
crossed the Daija gawa on a bridge con-
sisting

¬

of two green and blue snakes
throw n thero by the divinity who 1 once
helped the Chinese pilgrim Hsuan Chuang
across the Uiverof Flowinir Sand

It was supported the Mi lnshi that is
not St Shonins snake bridge on ston- -

piers of great sohditj-- fixed into the rocks
between wlfich the stream Hows and its
color formed a beautiful and striking con
trast to the deep green background of
cryptomeria It was SI feet long and IS
feet wide was built in 1G3S and last re
paired in 1S92 At each end were gates
that were always kept closed and a Itiis
sian Prince who visited Nikko some time
ago wounded the feelings of the people
vcrj- - much bj-- rudelj- - insisting on travers-
ing

¬

it Like the Campanile at Venice it
showed signs of decay some time ago
so at least folk saj- - now that it is gone
At all events its end was glorious for it
was swept awaj-- bj the most disastrous
storm that visited Japan for the last 2G

jears In fact the waters of the Daiya
gawa are siid to havo risen higher than
they have risen for the last 300 years and
300 persons perished in the copper mine
at Ashio near Nikko and more than 200
nouses including several temples and
hotels as well as a town hall were swept
away in Nikko itself

MUSTERED OUT

LOWELL At llahway X J Feb T James L
nortweir Quartermaster Scrceint Co 1 31 X J nnd
Captain C K lllh KJ He vm verely wounded
m ucnmieoi mcneier ami was uscnnrcrii jiecaj
IS1 Comrulo DodvNclI wasamemberof Jlarrv Tost
17 and alio of the Masonic Order and the I2k ire
liiilerveiIasTjIerlii Lafayette Louse I nnd A Jr
for more than 25 v ears He waji lhreft time married
A vi Idem and a son and daughter by the first wife sur
vive

HICK At Well rellle Kan March 1 Comrade IU F
Ilice need Lomrale Jltce enlisted Atw 1
ISB2 In Co H 120 Ii TO as Serjeant was nromoted to
lieutenant Co D discharged Ane 11 lfei He was
Comnlinder of Lookout Post 00 wellsv lile Kan

DIaN At Iurekn Snrinra Ark Feb VI IvAmos II Ilennaged C0j Comrade Dean served in Ilat- -
lerj u 3d Art and was mustered out as Second
laeuitnanr

ELLIOTT At Plilriand HI Jan I Samuel Elliott
Sergeant nil Wis Ilattery He wrved three years
lledren a pension of fli Tier month Tno daughters
survive

HOLT At Lorain O Feb 1 1 Milton Holt Co A
StliOhlo

Kl At yevr Carlisle O Spencer Kin Co C
iiuia uniongKi 4 lie emiseu vug -- i it- - raivcn
prisoner at Winchester Va June 15 1S61 mustered
wit June 19 IMS --

LAIICD At Kosslvia Tdnbo Feb S Andrew Laird
Co H 1st Minn aged 71 He wasamemberofFrazier
FoMt Parks Itnpids Minn Heleavesa widow

OWEJf At MU Vernon Ind leb 21 Alfred Dale
Ownaged K Comrade On en wis an onicer In an In-
dian- regiment and served with distinction He had
serv ed as Mrj or of Mount Vernon and in 1810 was a
candidate for Congress on the Democratic ticket

IALMEIl AtlIandonOreFebl7Lcvl II Palm
er jieeniuieuAug juisrjina Wisconsin regimem
was dbcliarged on account of disabilities Sea 14 1SG3

A w and daughter surv Ive
TJIAV1SL AtMenil Ian WL Feb 18 James Travis

Co FSoth WlsagedGl He was a charter member of
Col Kllmortb Post nnd Secretary of the Black Itiver
Veteran Association since Its organization 1G jears ago

UVANC1ST At Aiedo III Feb 19 Godfrey II
Unangst Co E 102d III aged 01 Comrade Unangst
served tnree years wiui tne regiment anu was tnen
transferred to the Engineer Battalion He was a mem-
ber

¬

of Warren Sbedd Post M2 and the Masonic Order

JBr Seeds m
1V that Leads wrymB cost more yield more ri jH cold by all dealers K
jOM 1903 Seed AnonalK postpaid freo to 1I 3yfA applicants

KBHs D M Ferry Co iMH

STEEL ROOFING
FREIGHT CHARGES PAID BY US

I t IKE

I illi1 1 ill

1 1 aEB

Strictly new perfect Semi - Hardened
Steel Sheets 2 feet wide 6 feet lony- - The
bst EeoBs bldtsg or trlllo 70a can u
Ao experience necessary to lay it An
ordinary hammer or hatchet the only
tools you need W farnlU nails free
and paint roofinf two sides Comes
either flat comic oted or V crimped
DffllTeird frf ef all fcarcM to all points

t lntbeUSeate che Mississippi River
I and North of tii Ohio Itiver

AT 225 PER SQUARE
rrirei to other pIU oa application A square means 1G0
square feet Write for free Catalogue o 3NO
CHICAGO HOUSE HBECURG CO V 35th ind Ircn Sit CitegS

it A1 tv

110
XuUTluTnUrj

FIVE LESSONS
In Auctioneering

SYSVY book of the kind in
V print H ishiy recommend ¬

ed by hundreds of leading auc
tioneers tjiciose cent biamp

i tiesiv
Live htxk Auctioneer

Trest Minnesota Auctioneers
Association

Fairmont - - Mrsx

Wanted land Warrants
Jsuod to soldiers of the AVar of the Uevotutloa
Iosued to soldfors of tho War of 1912
Issued to soldiers of the War Mi Mexico
Issued to sol J I era of any war Will also purchase
imejoMenerals Certificates Agricultural College

Scrip Soldiers Additional Ilomesteal Itfshts Forest
Itewne Iand or any alld Land Warrants or Laud
bcrip Will pav spot cash on delivery of papers

W E MOSES Jacobsoa Bid Denver Calx

a m

INCUBATORS and
BBOODEES

Kfl4ffvi mrflffl J 9twr nj
back ftwt IDctatj ponur fc ptt pit
trr book tvtlinudupIlalBr nmul
bit funatM nadir vbich w tU

KelUbUXCDbitorjL Brooder Co t
Box 3- - 78 quiaej HI

Sa3 qj jour taansm
CI PA andwowillihowyoa
IHfB howtoEukof3ftdj

vlMlutelr mre w
fornlsh tho work and teirh van fre Ten work iu

th locilitr where you lire Send us your address and wo will
iplaln the busiaees full ft remember we juaratt a clear profit

of 3 tat erery diy t work absolutely sore Write at ocee
BOX1L aiACriCTCaUQ CO Ct852 Detroit Hie

FIT YOUR OWN EYES
With Classes at home hv our fninrrtff
method bend for Free Oniif Tointm
duceouriroods nenlll Fell line Gold Filled fmines
nu4Lu lujcam iitiru wnn uur ceieuraipj rsutilenses for 8125 ntlrurfiin nrmnn- iirM A LEESE Mfx-- OptlcUa 61J 9lb StW ualnstca D C

1VOM1ERFCI ItlHOAIS
hey all wonder how we do It Co-

in
¬

in bua Mncsirit anil OakIjcntlicr Harness bold direct at sur
prisincly low prices Catalogue sent
free TlieOhio VeliirloV llnr
ncfts Co Ofllce and lactnry NU C7
3IL Vernon Ave Columbui Ohio

This for That Trade an thins you
jou have foranj thins
want etouriimiitic

pjper that prints thousands of exchange ads 6 mo 10c

inn rUK inM no aiar Die imuso

5 A DAY THE YEAR ROUND 2o fake
SendstamD

for full particulars and be one of the areeabl sur
prised Addrvss JACOB KEKDEIt Fresno Cfcl

I Can Sell Your Real Estate
no matter where It It Send deicripuoa state price and
learn how Est 96 Highest references OScesta 14 cities
W M Ostrander

FREE

i

1

8427

RELIABLE

1525KABIdrPhUadelphia

SDk XHaf Carta Low Trmntparest Z
eort It AtqoainUBc Cirda Kw Pbttltiv
KawGamMPreialuajlrtklcfae Haul

C4j Km CaulcfM Brad namo P A D llO
fiwaU OliiO CARD CO UEXZ OUIO U A LIU U

iil903SWSOeaalMCaeda with Arts E- l- Mtflt A Saect Sample Bockj ALLZCE3T3BCCUTB CUtO CO LactJiUl0Uo

- AGENTS
Flt thin kntfa enti fan irfr V

aOBtfltfrcExpBKnaldDcptDB
HOCSmOLD S0TUTT 1T0SXS CUrato 111 r Eff1 5T

Unitarian publication Address A
Johnson 3000 Locust bt St Louis Mo

fi Kfin senulne Confederatn money for only S3etjJUUU Address Chaa I Barker Atlanta Ca

-- v v- -

C P PPHTEBUEg JOHN PACt Wrer

PENNEBAKER JONES
Attorneys and Counselors

1331 F STREET WASHINGTON D C
Special attention to adjustment of accounts of drll

war Volunteer Ofllcers
We tMnk very rew officers were properly palj

Widows even If remarried or other heirs are enti¬

tled Write for details
We arc epectaly anilons to commnnlcale with offi ¬

cers or their heirs wbol were not paM tor recruiting
services or for services rendered prior to muster In

who were denied bounty by reason of promotion
J who w ere dismissed from the service I who were

denied travel pay by reason of resignation for personal
reasons or convenience 5 who were not mustered
and paid because command was below minimum num¬

ber and C n ho lost Vb pay by reason of Stato pay ¬

ment

PENSIONS
Mr Hunter is a bustler had 117 cases

allowed in one day lie is at tlie Depart ¬

ment each day looking up neglected and
rejected cases lie nscs all the testimony
on file and will look up yours Fee dua
Thcn you get your money Thousands
of pcusions can be increased Xow writs
him

JOSEPH H HUNTER
Pension nnd Patent Attornsy

Washington D C

Wanted Land Warrants
Issued to soldiers of the War of tho Revolution
Issued to soldiers of the War of ISli
Issued to soldiers of the War with Mexlm

ucd to soldiers of any war Will alo purchase
urvcyor Cenerals Certificates Asncultural CtilleCT

Nrlp feoIdlers Additional Homestead Klchts Forest
Rescn e Tjtnd or any valid land Warrants or Land
bcrip Will pay spot cah on delU ery of papers

F W FOIIT Ir p- - O Box 103

WANTED
ItFIIlIUi MIS- - In every locality throughout

the United States to lutrodjce our jrootls tacUn up
how cards on trees fences along roads and oil con-

spicuous
¬

places also distributing small advertising
matter Commission or salary iaoo per month and
expenses not to exceed fiW per day bteady em¬

ployment to honest reliable men Xo experienca
needed rite fur full particulars
EMPIRE MEDICINE CO LonJoa Oatitli fasti

WANTED
SOLDIERS

The addresses of all FaJ
cral Soldiers their widow
or heirs who Hied a
lIoruelenfi on less

IGO acres be¬Jtnan June S3d 137L

final Proor not
required Will

HOMESTEADS
pnrenan
lanl War
ranl

Address
Conirnile TT K MOVES Box 1333 Denver

Colo Mention XUlonat Tribune

PROTECT YOUR

IDEAS
Patents procured No
allowance no fee Send rough
sketch and description for frea
opinioa Communications cart
fidential

MTLO B STEVENS CO Estnb 1864
899 1 Jth St XW WASHINGTON D 0

PENSIONS
If they can be had we can get tfeem Onr

pension allowances in one week in tho
present ycir have reached as high ps
281 This firm is one of the oldest estab-
lished

¬

and most successful and llllS the
largest clientage of any- practicing
before the Executive Departments

EST Ofllcers accounts and mili-
tary

¬

and naval pay claiuts generally receive
careful attention Via have secured favor-
able

¬

settlement of as high as 103 of these
claims in one week

EST Consultation free Fce Syi
EST dependent on success
MILQ B STEVENS CO Attys

899 1 ItU St iV Waalilnstun 1 C
Founded lSGi by ililo D Stevens 11th Ohio

Battery
Branches at Chicago Cleveland anl De-

troit
The National Tridcse April 1 1S3T

The firm Is worthy ot confidence upon tha
ground both of competency and honesty

3j3EJnSBPKijBI

BLOOD NOR MAX STALLIOXS ANDFHLT for sale 1or terms address Levi Dillon
fostoilice Box It Normal McLean Co III

Stallion Service Hoot with names and addresses
of bree iers dates of S3rvice names and color of mares
marts In foal color and sex of colts service fee
amounts paid All for 50 cents Address as above
Box SB

PENSION BLANKS

Official Forms for Use or At-

torneys
¬

and Agents at Low
Prices

We are prepared to furnish the follow-

ing
¬

Liank forms upon application
1 Declaration for Invalid Tension Act

of June 27 1S90
2 Declaration for Guardian of Chil

i

dren Under 10 Years of Age
3 Declaration for Original Tension oi

a Widow
4 Declaration for Restoration to the

Rolls
3 Tower of Attorney i
U Articles o Agreement
7 Declaration for Increase of Invalid

Tension
8 Declaration for Original Invalid Ten-

sion
¬

under Act of July 14 1SG2
0 Declaration for Dependent Mothers

Tension Act of June 27 1SC0
10 Declaration for Dependent Fathers

Tension Act of June 27 1S00
11 Tow er of Attorney and Articles of j

Agreement combined
12 Declaration for a Rcrating of an In--

vnlid Pension
13 Declaration for Increase of Invalid

Pension Act of June 27 1S0O and May 9
1000

14 Declaration for Widows Claim for
Pension Act of June 27 1800 and May 9
1000

lo Large General Affidavits
1G Small General Affidavits
17 Thysicians Affidavits
15 Accrued Widows
In ordering please order by number
These blanks are nil according to the

form authorized by the Commissioner of
Pensions ariiT are printed on good paper

They will be sent by mail to any ad¬

dress postpaid at the rate of 10 cents par
dozen 03 cents per 100 or 5 per 1000
assorted Lots of 1000 or I lore by ex
press

TOE XATIOXAX TBIJIUJtE
WaaUustoa 0
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